40 Farmington Avenue 
1771 


William Kelsey Jr (1748-1827) Revolutionary war and 
Dorothy Goodrich (1755-1823) 


Colonial with federal attriubutes 


1935 Susqui-Centennial Celebration of the Town of Berlin — Berlin Old Houses. 

About 1771 William Kelsey Jr. present owner: Godfrey M. Holmquist 31 Farmington 
1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 026 

1771 William Kelsey Jr present owner: Louise Slater colonial with federal attributes 
2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 


Sketch 
1771 present owner: Susan Newton 


Genealogy 


William Kelsey was born in 1748 in Wethersfield, the son of Enoch & Mary (Bidwell) Kelsey. On January 
9, 1777 he married Dorothy Goodrich. Dorothy was born in 1755 in Kensington, the daughter of Samuel 
and Dorothy (Treat) Goodrich. William & Dorothy has children including Daniel, Sally, Samuel, William, 
Rachel and John. Dorothy died in 1823 in New York and William died in 1827 in New York. 


HISTORIC RESOURCES INVENTORY FORO 
BUILDING AND STRUCTURES FOR OFFICE.USE ONLY 


STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CONNECTICUT HISTORICAL COMMISSION rm tps y ge | i 
59 SOUTH PROSPECT STREET, HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT 06106 
(203) 566-3005 : 


OISTRICT IF NR, SPECIFY 


#026 Los Csr | Diactwot (J) Potential 


‘T 1. BUILDING NAME (Common) (Historic) 
William Kelsey Jr. House 


2. TOWN CITY VILLAGE COUNTY 
Berlin Kensington Hartford 


- R NO NUMBER and or location) 
< . 
Vv 40 Farmington Avenue 2-3/8/4 
OWNER(S) 
5 Slater, Louise, et al. " "Kensington 06037 Oeste Rl pivots 
a U! (Presene) (Historie) 
Residence Residence 
6. = 
ACCESSIBILITY EXTERIOR VSIBLE FROM PUBLIC ROAD INTERIOR ACCESSIBLE XPLAIN 
TO PUBLIC: &) Yes One fe Yes "ane 
Y OF BUILDING DA OF CONSTRU ON 
Vernacular with Federal alterations Sa LTT 
- RIALIS) (indicate use of location when appropriate) 
Oth 
0 Clapboord S, Asbestos Siding EJ Brick (Specify) 
LX) woos Shingle EJ Asphalt Siding (3) Ficldstone 
OD Board & Batten 0 Stucco ‘S, Cobblestone 
Alumi c ‘ 
Siding i Ag Brownstone foundation _ 
9. STRUCTURAL SYSTEM 
tx) Wood frame 0 Post and beam i balloon 
0 Load bearing masonry el Structural iron or steel 
O Other (Specify) ___ 
10, ROOF (Type) 
[XI Coble LD) Fler CJ mensord = [_] onitor EJeaweon 
Other 
z O Gombrel O Shed O Hip DO Round fe] (Speesty) 
e (Moteriol! 
= Roll 
o 0 Wood Shingle Aspholt DO Tin Ey Slate O Goble end to the street 
3) Other 
x) Asphalt shingle 0 Built up O Tile O (Specefy) {x Ridge parallel to the street 


11. NUMBER OF STORIES] APPROXIMATE DIMENSIONS 


2.172 37' x 25' (main portion) 
ONDITION Nir tinal! Thaterinad 
Cy Excellent (8 Good oO Foir O Deteriorated O Excellent (x) Good 0 Fair 0 Deteriorated 
13 INTEGRITY (].0 ationd WHEN iF YES, EXPLAIN . 
ead were, Extensive Federal period alterations, 
REL OUTBUILDIA LAN siding 
EJ Barn 0D Shed Gd) Goroge s) Other landscape features or buildings Specify) 


is) esa 0 Shop O Gorden 


TS. SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT 
OD Open fund eae (x) Residentiol O Scottered buildings visible from site 


Indus- 
ie Commerciol hal (J Rural 


16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDINGS 
In a 20th-century neighborhood near New Britain town line; the area 


High building density 


has scattered 18th-century houses. 


Mnveol 


DESCRIPTION (Continus 


SIGNIFICANCE 


PHOTO SOURCES 


°| COMPILED BY 


oe ko 
17, OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (inlerior und/ om exterior) 


The William Kelsey Jr. House has a five-bay facade with a central entry 
protected by a portico on Tuscan columns. The portico has a plain 
frieze, and open pediment, and a molded cornice with dentils. The 
entry is sidelit and has a semi-elliptical fanlight with applied cast- 
lead floral decorations (this is now protected behind a modern single- 
pane window). Facade windows are paired and offset towards the cor- 
ners of the house. First-floor windows are fitted with 6-over-1 sash; 
second-floor with 6-over-6. Second-floor facade windows are located 
immediately under the eaves, other windows have molded caps with simple 
modillions above a plain frieze. Centered above the entry is a 


Palladian window with a molded keyblock surround and interlaced-arch 


glazing. Flanking windows have molded caps and are fitted (continued) 
J} o. BUILDER 


19 HISTORI L OR RCHI URAL IMPOR 


Architecturally, the building is significant as a well-preserved cen- 
tral hall house with Federal detailing, one of the best in Berlin. 
While the left ell may be earlier, the main portion of the house pro- 
bably dates from about 1800. Typical Federal-era features include the 
Palladian window, the molded window caps, and the fanlight with cast- 
lead decorations. The traditionalism of the house design is reflected 
in the paired offset windows, the parallel-ridge orientation, and the 
location of the second-floor windows directly under the eaves, char- 
acteristic 18th-century features. 


William Kelsey Jr. is thought to have been the builder of this house. 


Tercentenary List 


PHOTOGRAPHER 6 
HRC 11/84 
‘c. 
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William Kelsey Jr. House 


L's (continued): 


with 4-over-6 sash. The left elevation has a modern exterior brick 
chimney and an old rear ell with round-arched barn doors in the left- 
most bay. To the rear of the house is an old or original two-story 
rear extension. : 


